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 Today we will remember our baptism.  Some of you were probably baptized as infants so 

you may not remember yours.  Today is the day we remember that we are baptized and what 

that means. In this congregation, baptisms are a big deal.  The whole family comes and you 

have a wonderful and generous reception after.  

 One baptism that always sticks with me is that of my friend’s husband.  She had 

separated from him because of his alcoholism.  I sang in the choir with her and I taught her kids 

in Sunday School.  The separation was a sad but necessary time.  Eventually, the husband got 

sober and decided to become Christian.  He was baptized in the church.  What a glorious day 

that was.  I was so happy for their whole family.  He had died to his old self and been renewed, 

reborn in Christ and now he could live with his family again.  Unfortunately, a year later, he 

was diagnosed with cancer and died shortly after that.  It seemed to be an incredibly cruel turn 

of fate.  But that family was so grateful to have their father back, even if it was for a short time.  

 The baptism of the Lord is a beginning for Jesus, part of the new creation story.  It is the 

beginning of the work of Jesus on earth.  It is the moment the baton passes from John the 

Baptist to Jesus.  John does not feel worthy to baptize Jesus.  Honestly, who would?  But Jesus 

insists, it must happen this way.  He is leading by example. John is not worthy, but that is ok 

because baptism is the work of God. The 

heavens open and God speaks, “This is my son 

with whom I am well pleased.”    

 Some say that the author of Matthew was 

creating a new Torah as they wrote the gospel.    

I see this baptism scene as a parallel to God 

creating our world.  In Genesis God creates the 

world and after each element remarks that it is 

good.  In Genesis 1.26, “Then God said, ‘Let us 

make humankind in our image, according to our likeness; and let them have dominion over the 
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fish of the sea, and over the birds of the air, and over the cattle, and over all the wild animals of 

the earth, and over every creeping thing that creeps about the earth.’”  The creation of human 

beings in the image of God entails a human obligation to emulate God in carrying out the 

responsibility to care for the created world on God’s behalf to ensure its continuing order.  

 The Babylonian creation account, the Enuma Elish, is believed to have been written 

during the same period.  In this tale, Marduk, who has been named king by the gods, his fathers, 

is sent off to “Go and cut off the life of Tiamat.”  In an incredibly violent image, he defeats the 

goddess of the deep by piecing her with an arrow after she is inflated by wind.  After she had 

died, he “split her like a shellfish”.  Thereby providing the dome for the sky above and her 

lower half holding the waters below.  This is a gruesome account that speaks of great power and 

might and of continued chaos based on the whims of gods.   The manner and purpose of the 

creation of humans is quite different in this tale.  Man is created to be savage and will be 

charged with the service of the gods that they might be at ease. Humanity was not created to 

“rule” the created world as in the Genesis creation story.  Humanity was created as slaves for 

the gods.  

 Here, in this genesis story of Jesus, Jesus insists on being baptized just as the other 

followers of John the Baptist have been.  It must be so to fulfill all righteousness. Through this 

action, Jesus stands in solidarity with humanity.  And as Jesus emerges from the water, the 

heavens open and God says, “This is my son with whom I am well pleased.”  I believe that God 

says that when each of us is baptized.  We are created from love, by love and we are meant to 

spread love in this world.  It is such a drastically different world view between co-ruler, co-

creators, and slaves.   

 Understanding that we are loved is a critical part of our spiritual journey.  Until we can 

accept that we are worthy of the love of God, we cannot grow.  John the Baptist did not feel 

worthy to baptize Jesus.  But it wasn’t about John, it was about God.  We have to be able to 

recognize the image of God in ourselves before we can truly recognize the image of God in our 
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fellows.  Baptism is saying, “It is not you who makes you worthy, it is God.”  Baptism is an act 

of God.  That is why Methodists believe in one Baptism.  No matter what church you were 

baptized in, God won’t get it wrong.     

 Whatever you dislike about yourself, let it go.  Forgive yourself. God has already 

forgiven you.  God created us in love and believes that we are worthy of love, especially God’s 

love.  Let us prepare to remember our baptism as we hear these words from Bishop Karen 

Oliveto. 

Remember your Baptism  

You have been claimed as God’s beloved.  

You can choose to remember, remember who you are and live out this truth in every moment, 

in every breath, or you can forget, forget who and whose you are.    

Remember your baptism--remember when God chose you;    

Remember your baptism--remember when you chose God;    

Remember your baptism--when the transforming, transfiguring power of God was manifest in 

your life;    

Remember your baptism--when Christ claimed you and personally introduced you to God as if 

for the first time: "This is my sibling... I am well-pleased with them and am sending them out 

with a mission in the world."    

Remember your baptism and be thankful,    

Be thankful that you are now connected to one another through Christ, not friendships or 

community but through the life, death and resurrection of Christ.    

Be thankful--even when you forget the promises you make to God, God remembers God's 

promise to you,    

Be thankful--through baptism, you have been given the greatest power of all--the power of the 

Holy Spirit.   

Be thankful--there is nothing you can do to have God break relationship with you.    
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Remember your baptism and be thankful.    

 Now, I would like us to remember our Baptism.  I invite you to come forward to the 

water.  Touch it with your fingers.  You can make a cross on your hand or your forehead.  The 

person in front of you will say, “Remember your baptism and be thankful.” Then you will step 

forward, turn around, and tell the same thing to the next person in line.   

 

You are beloved children with whom God is well pleased. 

Amen.   


