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 I have always been fascinated with magnets.  Something about the invisible force with 

which they attract certain metals feels magical to me.  Do you remember the magnetic letters we 

used to spell words on the refrigerator?  Before stainless steel refrigerators became popular, the 

refrigerator door was a place of honor where we posted good report cards, works of art, and 

favorite photos affixed with magnets.  Did any of you watch that Netflix series, stranger things?  

When refrigerator magnets stopped sticking, we knew things were about to go off the rails.  

Magnetic force is something we count on, almost like gravity.   

 When I started teaching Sunday school, I was trying to explain how God is always trying 

to draw us close because of God’s love for us. When we lose our way, God is always looking 

for us and never gives up.  I learned that God’s power, the Holy Spirit, could be demonstrated 

by how metal is attracted to a magnet.  Even if the magnet itself is out of sight, its force still 

attracts the metal, drawing it towards itself.  Magnets are made of ferromagnetic metals.  And 

magnets attract metals that contain the same elements.  The scripture for today made me think 

of magnets.   

 Jesus recruited his disciples in a very different manner.  At that time, students approached 

Rabbis and requested to be their students.  Teachers waited for students to come to them and 

they would carefully interview the candidates.  

The rabbis accepted only the best and the 

brightest. No self-respecting rabbi would ever 

go out to recruit his own followers.  Even if they 

did, they certainly wouldn’t just ask the first 

four people he saw.  But that’s what Jesus did.  

He went out among ordinary working people 

and chose them, without a single question, to be 

his friends.  
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 That isn’t even the strangest part.  The most bizarre part is that they wnt along with him.  

Immediately they left their nets and followed him. It was not the way such things were done in 

those days. Rabbis did not seek students; students sought them. Teachers waited for people to 

come to them and they interviewed them carefully before deciding whether or not to take them 

on as disciples. Only the most promising students were allowed to stay on, the ones who 

showed a real aptitude for theology. No self-respecting rabbi would ever have gone out to 

recruit his own followers, and if he had, he would not have picked the first four people he laid 

eyes on. By doing that, Jesus set himself apart from the other teachers of his time. He alone 

walked out among ordinary working people and chose them, without a single question, to be his 

friends. 

 But that is not the strangest thing.  The most unusual thing is that the men went along 

with Jesus; Not one of them or two of them, but all of them. He called and they followed.  We 

tend to give the disciples all the credit for their decision to follow.  What strength, what 

courage, what faith those four must have had to do what they did, sacrificing everything to go 

after him! What heroes they were! Could we possibly be so brave?  Barbara Brown Taylor says 

that is nonsense.  There was nothing hard about it at all. Jesus called and they followed. Period. 

They did not know him. They were not waiting for him. Chances are they would not have 

described themselves as religious types, but they took one look at him and that was that; No 

angst, no torn hearts, no backward glances. They just dropped what was in their hands and went 

after him, without saying a single word. It was not as if they decided something. It was more 

like something happened to them, something almost supernaturally beyond their control.  They 

were called, and God would equip them as they learned from and lived with Christ. 

 This is not a hero story but a miracle story.  This is no story about the power of human 

beings to change their lives, to leave everything behind and follow. This is a story about the 

power of God—to walk right up to a quartet of fishermen and work a miracle, creating faith 

where there was no faith, creating disciples where there were none just a moment before.    This 
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is a miracle story about the power of God.  It is right up there with restoring sight to the blind, 

healing the leper, raising the dead, and creating a bounty from a few loaves of bread and a 

couple of fish.   

 It is a miracle, and to look at it any other way is to deform the story, twisting it into a tall 

tale about four courageous fishermen who sacrificed all to serve their Lord. They did no such 

thing. If they did anything under their own power at all, it was simply that they allowed 

themselves to fall in love. Jesus showed up, they took one look at each other, and the rest was 

history. God acted, and the disciples let their nets wash out to sea.   

 On one level, that moment cost them plenty. They gave up a lot in that moment and 

would lose a lot more before they were through, but to focus on that aspect of the story is to 

miss the point.  Their minds were not on what they were leaving but on whom they were 

joining. Their hearts did not cleave to what was falling from their hands but to what they were 

reaching out to find, and in that moment of their turning to follow, the miracle occurred: their 

lives flowed in the same direction as God’s life. Their wills were not two, three, or four, but one 

will. Time was fulfilled. The kingdom came—and comes—every time our own lives are 

brought into the same flow, so that we too allow ourselves to fall in love, and follow God, and 

can do no other.   

 We are created miraculously in the image of God; the image of God is etched into our 

hearts.  So naturally, or even supernaturally we are drawn to God. God will never stop drawing 

us to Godself.  We must let ourselves follow that attraction; we must allow ourselves to fall in 

love.  Just like magnets attract metals made of the same stuff as they are, we are drawn to God 

because we are made from the same metal as God.  That metal is love.  

 When we find ourselves drawn into a situation, relationship or job, that we feel ill-

equipped to handle, all is not lost.  Just like the disciples, God will equip us as we live with and 

learn from Christ.  We just have to allow ourselves to fall in love and follow. 

 Today I would like to use part of our worship time to honor some of our members who 
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have made a decision to fall in love and follow.  It is an honor for me to work at a church that is 

so well led by its members.  The people I am calling up have committed to another year of 

service to Christ and to this church: 

Manny Delosantos.  After serving over 20 years as our lay leader, Manny now serves as 

chairperson to the Church Council. 

Danna Manuel.  Continues in her role as Recording Secretary.   

Edwin Bravo who served as director of education for over 20 years, is now our Lay Leader and 

the Chair of our worship committee. 

Leon Smythe After 6 years of hard work as Chair of Church council, he has taken a break from 

that position. But we rejoice that has agreed to continue leading the trustees.  

Zeny Pineda will continue as our Finance Chair.  Do you even know how many years you’ve 

been doing this? 

Minvi Delossantos will continue as our Financial Secretary.  How many years? 

Eunice Galapon will continue as our Treasurer. 

Marcia Nyberg will continue as our SPRC chair. 

Jessiel Manuel will continue as our Choir Director/Music Chair.  Do you even know how many 

years you’ve been doing this? 

Allan Bravo had been worship chair forever and has taken a step back from that, but will 

continue leading us in fellowship. Thanks be to God. 

Karl Ports will serve as chair of Missions. 

 Dear friends, you have been called by God and chosen by the people of God for 

leadership in the church. This ministry is a blessing and a serious responsibility. It recognizes 

your special gifts and calls you to work among us and for us.  

 In love, we thank you for accepting your obligation and challenge you to offer your best 

to the Lord, to these people, and to our ministry in the world. Live a life in Christ and make him 

known in your witness and your work.   
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Today we install all of you. (point to the leaders) Please answer the following questions: 

Do you this day acknowledge yourself a faithful disciple of Jesus Christ?  I do.   

Will you devote yourself to the service of God in the world?  I will.   

Will you so live that you enable this church to be a people of love and peace?  I will.   

Will you do all in your power to be responsible for the task for which you have been chosen?   

I will.   

Let us pray.  Almighty God, pour out your blessings upon these your servants who have been 

given particular ministries in your church.  Grant them grace to give themselves wholeheartedly 

in your service.  Keep before them the example of our Lord, who did not think first of himself, 

but gave himself for us all.  Let them share his ministry and consecration, that they may enter 

into his joy.  Guide them in their work.  Reward their faithfulness with the knowledge that 

through them your purposes are accomplished; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.   

 

The pastor addresses the congregation:  Dear friends, rejoice that God provides laborers for the 

vineyards. Will you do all you can to assist and encourage them in the responsibilities to which 

they have been called, giving them your cooperation, your counsel, and your prayers?   

The congregation responds:  We will.  

 

Amen 

Our leaders will exit with us after the benediction.  Please come greet them and thank them for 

their service.   

Now may the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit 

be with you all. 

 

 


